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Abstract

This thesis consists of a comparative study of French settler colonialism in Algeria and
Zionist settler colonialism in Palestine and attempts to reveal the shared/disparate
characteristics and socio-historic structures that inhere in these two specific colonial
experiences. It seeks to deconstruct the French and Zionist colonial discourses, taking
into account the essential difference between the two cases: whereas Zionist
colonialism in Palestine continues up until the time of writing, the French colonial
experience completed its course and was brought to an end in Algeria, although
arguably before it entered into a new stage of colonialism played out through various
forms of ‘international development’. This study takes ‘settler colonialism’ — a key
aspect in the literature on Zionist colonialism — as a central object in the comparison of
French and Zionist forms of colonialism in Algeria and Palestine respectively. It
therefore presents a challenge to current thought on the limits of settler colonialism in
the Algerian case, and places the case of Palestine firmly within world history to allow

tor the situated deconstruction of colonialism in Palestine — past and present.

Likewise, this paper addresses the ‘liberatory revolutions’ of Algeria 1954y and
Palestine (1967), in a critique of the prevailing ‘discourses of liberation’. The study
focuses on precursors to the revolutionary experience, which includes ‘revolutionary
violence’ and the political and ideological climates leading up to it. Therefore, whilst
the study does not claim to cover all aspects of the colonial experience in Algeria and
Palestine, nor the period that came after the first intifada; the signing of the Israeli-

Palestinian ‘peace agreement’ (or Oslo Accordsy and the manifestation of political-



5)

revolutionary Islam, these subjects could not be ignored in the chapters on the
Palestinian conflict with Zionist colonialism. Finally, the study is not limited to a
politico-historical reading of the comparative approach, but is also concerned with
sociological aspects of both societies including the colonial school, social classes and

colonial remapping, as well as the experiences of refugees and ‘refugeehood’.
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